THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
society in which he moved, and he created the county of Barsetshire, which is entirely livable Whethei or not his pictures of ecclesiastical life are tiue to ecclesiastical life or not does not matter, they are true to life Live in Barsetshire for a month or so, and you live in an England which is very like the England Trollope lived in, within the sphere of his social circle He is a small figure among the giants, but he is a permanent one He was a good honest workman, steady in his application, and he understood what he wrote about within the limits he set himself He is never supremely vivid, he rends no veil, but he is comfoitmgly solid If his comedy never rises to sublime heights, you know exactly where you are with him If you do not like Trollope you are not worthy to admire Thackeray *
If neither Thackeray, noi Trollope, nor Surtees ever wrote a roman d thdse, Dickens did, in Hard Times, for example,2 and this links him with anothei group, of writers who wrote for a purpose The chief one among them is Disraeli, and with him may be put Mrs Gaskell, Charles and Henry Kingsley and, in a different sense, George Eliot Disraeli in his best novels, those he wrote in the forties, used the form for expressing the Tory ideas which he developed from Bolmg-broke and Burke, and used it with some effect He had a curiously onental sense of style, in the use of gaudy words rather than in the phrase he loved the grandeur and the ghtter of riches either in Jerusalem or In the ducal home here and there we may detect a little tawdnness But he had the glimmerings of a sense of structure His main motive was to oppose benevolent aristocracy to the materialistic ideas which accompanied the industrial revolution Sybil is concerned with "the two nations", and in it Disraeli draws a temble picture of the poor in contrast with the rich in a capitalist society In Conzngsby and Tancredy and later in Lothair and Endymion (but in the last two with a recognisable loss of vivacity due partly to failing vigour and partly to the braking effect of expenence) he expressed his ideas with less
1 To adapt a phrase of Sainte Beuve Quiconque n'atme pas Regnard, n*est pas dtgne d*admirer Mohere
a There are passages in other novels, of course- Bleak House and Little Domt*
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